
44.00% 44

56.00% 56

Q2 Do you currently use EU registered design rights to protect your
design IP?

Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 100
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78.00% 78

22.00% 22

Q3 Do you currently rely on the EU unregistered design right to protect
your design IP?

Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 100
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No
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70.00% 70

30.00% 30

Q4 Do you lodge these on the ACID Copyright & Design Databank?
Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 100

Yes

No
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70.00% 70

93.00% 93

73.00% 73

Q5 What will be the impact for you of losing registered or unregistered
design rights?
Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 100  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Implications that future designs will cost more to register and the time scales and processes
required for this in all the countries

9/18/2017 7:37 PM

2 none 9/15/2017 12:11 PM

3 The jewellery business is already rife with problems in the UK -copying and enforcement is one of
the biggest problems.

9/8/2017 12:35 PM

4 EU based greeting card publishers are exhibiting at UK trade shows in even greater numbers this
year. This would normally be an opportunity for us to expand our customer base, but we need the
copyright protection rights we have up to now enjoyed to be reinstated.

9/7/2017 2:00 PM

5 I also Design Patent in the USA after Registering the designs in Europe, which tends to make it
easier in the US if it is Registered in Europe

8/30/2017 6:04 PM

6 Anxiety about all of the above. 8/25/2017 4:48 PM

7 Loss of income 8/24/2017 7:23 PM

8 Brand integrity in the longer term too, due to the greater risk of copying. It is a major concern for
anyone who has studied & trained in the field of Design here in the UK, and for anyone building a
form of longer term income & investment on UK soil. Affording to challenge this legally, will only be
available to a small proportion of the industry, due to the high costs involved. In the case of China
and such areas, recent work with Alibaba for example, has helped to gain support and grow
awareness of the problem. In the EU, bodies like this don't exist as yet, and so managing this will
be significantly harder due to the 'free for all' approach.

8/24/2017 6:58 PM

9 I haven't listed any designs yet 8/23/2017 3:41 PM

Increased
costs of...

Greater risk
of copying

Loss of
protection i...
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Loss of protection in 27 other member states
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10 I work in a very commercial sector where the differences between some designs are quite
nuanced. Therefore the ability to create designs with unique design details but often similar
shapes and configurations to existing products is key. My understanding is that current UK design
protection only covers overall shape and configuration. This is far too basic and as design plays a
more significant role in the appeal of all products on the market the laws must be updated to keep
pace with the sensitivity to detail that designers must employ to make their designs commercial.

8/23/2017 11:45 AM

11 The protection needed to protect my work , my business and my wages . As a sole trader my
resources are limited . I need the law to protect my work practice and protect my rights .

8/21/2017 9:15 PM
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79.00% 79

67.00% 67

Q6 What could be done to mitigate this impact?
Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 100  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 THERE SHOULD BE A TICK-BOX FOR OTHER UK law to incorporate EU unregistered design
law

9/19/2017 8:36 AM

2 Ensure the government maintain the rights across the eu. 9/18/2017 7:37 PM

3 International united front against copying and enforcement of existing treaties 9/8/2017 12:40 PM

4 Retailers should be required to offer a confidentiality clause on request of images and also of new
concepts for designs that are proposed by designer-makers

9/8/2017 12:35 PM

5 Not leaving the EU 9/7/2017 10:52 AM

6 Option given could be misleading... I would like to see greater registration of rights but not bringing
higher registration costs and excessive paperwork with it.

8/30/2017 9:57 PM

7 Recognition and acceptance that UK has a wealth of creative minds 8/30/2017 8:39 PM

8 Staying in the EU...? 8/25/2017 4:48 PM

9 making people, other designers, publishers, manufactures, and the media more aware of the
law/Improving the copyright legislation and encouraging officials in enforcing it.

8/24/2017 7:23 PM

10 Most design companies are relatively small entities and rely on the automatic design rights
provided by the EU. The UK must provide similar automatic rights to cover UK based designers
once Brexit is completed, clearly if this does not happen then European designers can offer a
protected design whilst UK designers cannot. Effectively making our own skilled market
significantly less competitive.

8/23/2017 11:45 AM

11 protection in law 8/21/2017 9:15 PM

12 I'm not sure but the questionnaire required me to pick an answer above. 8/21/2017 2:39 PM

Greater
registration...

More reliance
on copyright
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Greater registration of rights

More reliance on copyright
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1.00% 1

12.00% 12

27.00% 27

60.00% 60

Q7 How concerned are you about a possible loss of EU registered and
unregistered design rights protection?

Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 100

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Already feel utterly impotent with regard to any design rights protection in the UK or beyond 9/16/2017 8:04 AM

2 We have only just started to use the EU registration facility and are considering whether to
continue or rely on the UK only

9/15/2017 12:27 PM

3 I am seriously considering taking my business out of the UK and into the EU. 8/30/2017 9:57 PM

4 At the moment, I have not really started my business and am working with printers to produce gift-
ware for me. As I hope to sell locally, Eu law may not apply. However,in the future, loss of Eu rights
could cause problems for other designers and myself.

8/30/2017 6:34 PM

5 For anyone in Print/Textiles/Graphic Design this is of major concern. The potential loss of these
rights, contradicts a significant benefit of Brexit: growth in our own manufacturing. If design rights
are more costly to employ/more difficult to challenge, savvy Designers will chose to make their
goods elsewhere, to protect their Brand, as it will be far easier and cost effective to operate this
way legally by comparison.

8/24/2017 6:58 PM

Not concerned
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concerned
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Very concerned
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96.00% 96

4.00% 4

Q8 Post Brexit, it is likely UK businesses will not be able to be protected
by a registered or unregistered EU Community design or registered or
unregistered Community trade mark in the UK. Does this concern you?

Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 100

Yes

No
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100.00% 100

0.00% 0

Q9 Should a new UK unregistered design right UDR be created to mirror
EU unregistered design right but last for 15 years instead of 3 years?

(similar to the current UK UDR but also give protection for a combination
of lines, contours, shape, ornamentation, colour, texture, materials similar

to EU UDR?
Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 100

Yes

No
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes
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73.00% 73

77.00% 77

Q10 Which elements of protection are most important to you?
Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 100  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Length of protection. Having to keep track of the designs and the administration behind this on
both sides

9/18/2017 7:37 PM

2 continued recognition of the author of a textile design as the copyright holder of that design 9/15/2017 11:15 PM

3 protection of furniture / product designs 9/6/2017 1:45 PM

4 ripping off other peoples ideas 8/24/2017 7:23 PM

5 It's important to us that surface pattern is covered 8/22/2017 7:19 AM

6 Shape and configurations 8/21/2017 2:39 PM

Length of
protection

Coverage of 2D
elements suc...
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Q11 If we lose protection of our unregistered rights in 28 member states,
and are unable to enforce our rights, do you anticipate a loss of sales,

turnover and workforce. If so give examples:
Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Loss of sales, due to designs being used by large overseas manufacturers in a diluted format so
they are made much cheaper option.

9/20/2017 9:24 AM

2 Currently our designs on the Amazon marketplace have been copied by businesses registered in
China and counterfeit copies are being sold on all the Amazon marketplaces around the world. Our
sales on Amazon have halved over the last two years.

9/19/2017 10:42 AM

3 As our designs would be able to be copied in all other member states we would undoubtedly lose
turnover

9/19/2017 8:36 AM

4 Yes. As copying would be an issue and quailty would be another 9/18/2017 7:37 PM

5 Yes. It could potentially cost us up £200,000, which would inevitably lead to at least 2 job losses 9/18/2017 1:25 PM

6 Loss of sales. 9/18/2017 1:09 PM

7 DK 9/18/2017 9:48 AM

8 Not for me, but I can see that there would be huge problems for bigger companies 9/18/2017 8:27 AM

9 We anticipate we could lose future workforce opportunities. 9/16/2017 3:24 PM

10 I haven't engaged enough in the issues so I don't know. But having seen the practices of larger
retailers in this country (as well as some designers), can't help but feel fatalistic about it. (which
must be incredibly frustrating for you to hear considering how hard you work). Consumers don't
care enough/aren't aware enough. If we are copied in the EU, we would lose revenue until we
came up with something new but we've always had to do that.

9/16/2017 8:04 AM

11 i don't know 9/15/2017 11:15 PM

12 I anticipate that loss of these rights will give companies including mine a less stable IP base which
leaves us more open to infringements of various design areas, thus to loss of business in the form
of sales, then workforce as a natural outcome of that.

9/15/2017 5:53 PM

13 Yes - risk of copying 9/15/2017 5:07 PM

14 Yes 9/15/2017 4:47 PM

15 Yes as there is an increased chance of designs being copied 9/15/2017 4:37 PM

16 Yes; European competitors could potentially copy are designs and we would find it difficult to
challenge them. That result would be loss of revenue.

9/15/2017 2:56 PM

17 Don't think so 9/15/2017 1:56 PM

18 Our designs have been copied and we are struggling to keep a check of this 9/15/2017 1:36 PM

19 We have 3 in house designed brands. The Little Dog Laughed ( 19 years old) which is based
around original artwork by Anna Danielle. This brand would be hard to copy because or the quality
of Anna's artwork. However, our Rufus Rabbit ( baby gifts. 5 years old) and Douglas The Boy
Wonder ( 1 year old) are based around a computer genrated graphic which is easly copied. We
sell around 50K of Rufus into Europe. Loosing that amount of turnover could possible mean 1
member of staff would have to go which is 10% of our workforce.

9/15/2017 12:30 PM

20 Yes, if other companies know that there is no way of enforcing copyright issues they are more
likely to copy

9/15/2017 12:29 PM

21 No 9/15/2017 12:27 PM

22 I have already been copied once and it is still going on and I dont want to risk it happening again 9/15/2017 12:26 PM
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23 no 9/15/2017 12:11 PM

24 yes 9/15/2017 11:25 AM

25 Unknown 9/15/2017 11:19 AM

26 People can copy without worry and sell into the market at a cheaper price 9/15/2017 11:12 AM

27 Loss of sales. Loss of turnover 9/11/2017 9:51 AM

28 Yes, I would expect an increase in competitors and public copying our designs 9/11/2017 9:42 AM

29 Yes - this loss will devalue my work / more likely to have cheap reproductions and therefore the art
will hold less value.

9/11/2017 9:06 AM

30 I will not even try to sell my products within the EU. I will not apply for their 'CE' qualification which
should prevent copyists.

9/10/2017 6:02 PM

31 . 9/10/2017 3:56 PM

32 Yes. My USP is my artwork. It would be easy for a bug company to mass produce my prints and
then afford to sell them for cheap. It would ruin me and my business

9/8/2017 10:23 PM

33 We are thinking of expanding overseas so we are concerned 9/8/2017 9:32 PM

34 My illuminated sculptures are unique as are my other creative designs and being copied would
reduce the desirability of my work.

9/8/2017 3:08 PM

35 Possibly yes. 9/8/2017 2:16 PM

36 yes of course 9/8/2017 2:05 PM

37 Yes - but designs presently in production, so no figures to supply 9/8/2017 1:14 PM

38 It will impact the volume of sales of a product by diluting the original designs presence in the
marketplace.

9/8/2017 1:13 PM

39 We could lose up to 25% of our turnover and as a consequence the number of employees would
be reduced

9/8/2017 1:09 PM

40 not really 9/8/2017 1:04 PM

41 yes 9/8/2017 1:02 PM

42 Increased legal fees 9/8/2017 12:40 PM

43 yes - because this very cash-draining business will be even more cash draining 9/8/2017 12:35 PM

44 Not really impacting on the sales but it would be more difficult to enforce our rights in the 28
member states and we will need to spend more costs on registration. More uncertainty in
enforcement and therefore we need to appoint local lawyers for advice which will add to our costs.

9/8/2017 3:50 AM

45 We are already reluctant to sell or license our artwork to greeting card publishers in the EU, which
is a large potential market for us.

9/7/2017 2:00 PM

46 Hard to say. However the barriers to having my designs copied will be non existent and leave me
with no redress. Not a great outcome when my work is distinguished by my designs.

9/7/2017 10:52 AM

47 Possibly 9/7/2017 10:25 AM

48 yes. sales will decrease on our exports. 9/6/2017 8:21 PM

49 As this is something I was looking to use in the future, I can't comment from experience, but I can
imagine loss of sales and turnover to be an issue.

9/6/2017 2:49 PM

50 potentially 9/6/2017 1:48 PM

51 -- 9/6/2017 1:45 PM

52 I fear that designs will be swiped from the internet where they are licensed officially and stolen. 9/6/2017 1:44 PM

53 If people can copy my designs with no law to prevent them, I anticipate a loss in sales. I am a
floral artist.

9/5/2017 9:06 AM

54 Unknown 9/1/2017 1:10 PM

55 No 8/31/2017 4:09 PM
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56 Too small at the moment but potentially in the future yes 8/31/2017 2:13 PM

57 yes - already now we are being copied and have few resources to defend ourselves. without the
existing protections it will be worse.

8/31/2017 10:01 AM

58 Difficult to assess. 8/30/2017 9:57 PM

59 My designs are unique and important to my brand if copied this could mean loss of; sales,
turnover, and business.

8/30/2017 9:52 PM

60 Unsure 8/30/2017 8:39 PM

61 I an not sure at the moment. 8/30/2017 6:34 PM

62 No 8/30/2017 6:12 PM

63 Unable to enforce EU rights and am also anticipating less work in the EU, so expanding global
opportunities outside the EU

8/30/2017 6:04 PM

64 No 8/30/2017 5:50 PM

65 Yes 8/30/2017 5:42 PM

66 I dont think it would affect my turnover to any real issue 8/30/2017 5:20 PM

67 I would definitely be worried about copying which would undervalue my products and lead to
significant loss of sales.

8/30/2017 5:17 PM

68 As a startup company, my designs are v vulnerable to exploitation. My IP is the most substantial
thing I own.

8/25/2017 4:48 PM

69 Of course. 8/24/2017 10:14 PM

70 only if the items are sold in this country 8/24/2017 7:23 PM

71 I do, as my product can be made in the EU. The EU will also be a larger marketplace, which would
be a larger gain to them, and loss to me.

8/24/2017 6:58 PM

72 not sure 8/24/2017 8:54 AM

73 Not for my small company. 8/23/2017 5:58 PM

74 I don't know yet 8/23/2017 3:41 PM

75 I would anticipate the industry would suffer as a whole in terms of sales and turnover, but cannot
provide personal examples - see Q13 for comments.

8/23/2017 11:51 AM

76 Yes If I am asked to design a dining range for John Lewis..it must be commercial and clearly
appealing to the consumer. However there are only so many ways to design say..a dining table.
Shape [say rectangle] configuration [say four legs at the corners ] means it will be like 90 percent
of all other tables..therefore no protection. However if we take into account the profiles, extension
mechanism, materials and finishes the table could be deemed quite different to others on the
market and unique to the John Lewis offer. EU protection or our own version would protect this
range, I in turn would receive the work and my business would grow as would potentially the
retailers.

8/23/2017 11:45 AM

77 Our products are frequently copied. If we are unable to stamp this out, then our business will not
survive, as it will become a price war that we simply will not be able to always win. This will result
in fewer jobs, lost income and will be a threat to our business and livelihood.

8/22/2017 6:33 PM

78 Our company relies on approx 85% of our design to create our sales. If our competitors were
allowed to copy our designs our sales would decrease and ultimatly we would have to lose staff to
continue profitability.

8/22/2017 4:41 PM

79 Without question it would damage sales as core lines that have been created would be sold by
others, thus significantly polluting our rightful market share. The Gift Novelty market is particularly
prone to copying because of its low value and simplicity. It is vital that existing rights are protected.

8/22/2017 2:49 PM

80 Possible as I will not be able to protect my designs from copying. 8/22/2017 12:55 PM

81 A cheap imported copy of our design could decimate our growing business leading to the loss of 8
jobs.

8/22/2017 10:55 AM

82 Don't know 8/22/2017 7:55 AM
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83 Yes 8/22/2017 7:19 AM

84 Yes i do. 8/22/2017 12:39 AM

85 Yes, we would expect copying to increase with no ability to do anything about it. This dilutes the
unique selling points of our products and we would expect this to have a negative impact on sales
and growth.

8/21/2017 9:44 PM

86 I anticipate loss of my business completely 8/21/2017 9:15 PM

87 As an emerging designer-maker into the industry, I am very vulnerable to others, especially larger
companies than me, being able to copy my designs which are the very essence and foundations of
my business.

8/21/2017 8:24 PM

88 currently n/a right this moment yet 8/21/2017 5:05 PM

89 I have no examples to give 8/21/2017 3:59 PM

90 Possibly 8/21/2017 3:47 PM

91 Potentially 8/21/2017 3:45 PM

92 I definitely expect more larger companies looking to copy designs if smaller companies like myself
find it hard to enforce their design rights.

8/21/2017 3:36 PM

93 Yes, because our designs will be copied by our export clients locally, rather than buying from our
business.

8/21/2017 3:35 PM

94 We have contested copying before and envisage it is likely to happen again 8/21/2017 3:09 PM

95 We will suffer more design theft. Uk as a design location will be weakened against continental
options.

8/21/2017 3:08 PM

96 Am unsure of impact but very concerned about any changes that make it more difficult to enforce
my copyright.

8/21/2017 2:49 PM

97 sales may be affected by copying 8/21/2017 2:41 PM

98 We don't always register our designs straight away. And so, we rely on unregistered design rights
to protect them. If we lose unregistered design rights, other people in the EU may be able to copy
our designs before we get the chance to register them? If this happens, it may result in losses for
us, of course.

8/21/2017 2:39 PM

99 up to 20% turnover 8/21/2017 2:37 PM

100 Our designs are intricately hand drawn and are quite specialist in subject so without protection
could be open to copying at a lower quality level which could jeopardise our sales & turnover.

8/21/2017 1:50 PM

30 / 33

ACID – BREXIT AND YOUR FUTURE SurveyMonkey



90.00% 90

10.00% 10

Q12 Do you think copying, generally, is:
Answered: 100 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 100

Intentional

Unintentional
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Q13 If you have any further comments you wish to make, please add in
below:

Answered: 25 Skipped: 75

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Most companies who copy do so unintentionally, some however do it deliberately, and we need
laws to deal with this

9/19/2017 8:36 AM

2 I m very concerned about this as its hard enough getting ACID on our side. But having to negotate
with 27-28 MORE countries. Plus choosing which are priority and not knowing how much it will
cost.

9/18/2017 7:37 PM

3 unfortunately fighting coping is so hard and it has been so difficult in the past. our policy is now to
move on and not bother to fight sad!

9/15/2017 12:11 PM

4 The only recent case of copying of our product in the last 10 years has been by a British company
buying in China!

9/15/2017 11:19 AM

5 The desire for 'look-a-like' products supported by the media all adds to the necessity for the
extended best protection for designers and makers in the UK.

9/8/2017 3:08 PM

6 No 9/8/2017 2:16 PM

7 UK designright and copyright law is not strong enough as it is. To weaken it further would have
consequences for a sector that Post-Brexit Britain is supposed to be reliant on.

9/8/2017 1:13 PM

8 No 9/8/2017 1:02 PM

9 Buyers' attitudes to designer makers can be cavalier and cliquey, relaying designs and ideas to
their pre-existing contacts in the business. These are the people who can make or break you even
with internet retail. We need all the protection we can get against their lack of concern for
grassroots talent trying to make the leap from one off purchases to supplying stores with larger
quantities.

9/8/2017 12:35 PM

10 Copying can be intentional or unintentional. 9/7/2017 2:00 PM

11 Can the UK Patent Office, agree to allow mirrored registrations for the OHIM / EUIPO registrations
to become UK Patent Office Registrations.

8/31/2017 4:09 PM

12 in trade agreement talks - protection across other areas (USA, CHINA, Australia, etc.) should be
part of the discussion. It is impossible for small firms to afford registering every one of their designs
in every area. Yet without doing so, there is no legal protection for ones designs in other areas -
companies in the USA, CHINA, Australia etc. are free to copy them. This should not be allowed
and trade agreements must incorporate this aspect.

8/31/2017 10:01 AM

13 Designer/makers in the UK should be given more respect and support for their hard work - not
thwarted by political ambitions, suffocating beaucracy, simple lack of appreciation and a failure to
acknowledge their hardwork and the vulnerability that naturally leads to.

8/30/2017 9:57 PM

14 The UK appears to have no plans to protect IP in design created in the UK. The UK design
industry is having to work on a global scale and is proving to be a successful generator of
overseas income. IP Design protection for 15-25 years is becoming a crucial element in this
success and should mirror the protection given to Authors and Composers.

8/30/2017 6:04 PM

15 No 8/30/2017 5:50 PM

16 I think section 31 of the Copyright act should be clarified. ie. Incidental in film, drama's and
advertising should mean having no connection what-so-ever with the story line.

8/24/2017 7:23 PM

17 The Trade deal our government is trying to secure, should include the whole package, not just a
short-term view on %'s. It is in the interest of HMRC to protect and encourage more SME's to
retain here, they already make up over half of our economy. The design industry also, is one of
the last serving still to thrive here, and it goes without saying, that a less competitive marketplace
nearby will encourage a stronger export position, which we will need financially during the
forseeable time.

8/24/2017 6:58 PM
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18 I can only speak for surface pattern design (2D). The industry follows the trends and each other so
closely that it's all starting to look the same. I do think designers copy - intentionally and
unintentionally, in the rush to be on trend. Water colour florals are so popular at the moment. So
many companies are producing them. They're not identical but they all have a similar feel. Unless
it's a blatant copy, this is such a grey area. However, I feel it's very different with 3D items - the
Trunki case was a classic example. Shape and surface embellishment add another process to 2D
design, making the chance of reaching the same conclusion slim (but not impossible). It's more
likely in these cases that the copying was intentional.

8/23/2017 5:58 PM

19 Although I don't currently use the designrights and ACID bank, this will change in the next 12
months as my admin processes are tightened up. I would be very concerned if the laws weren't as
robust as they are currently.

8/23/2017 11:51 AM

20 We believe everything to do with IP is as robust as possible. This should mean that the cost and
length of time to achieve this should be easy,cost effective and accessible to small companies like
ourselves. Protection and registration of designs should continue to be evolving to ensure
everyone can protect their inventions or designs in this country. If IP cannot remain and improve
due to Brexit it will be a sad day for our creativity in the UK.

8/22/2017 4:41 PM

21 Along with Brexit in general - its all arse over tit and demonstrates perfectly the incompetence ,
lack of organisation , lack of knowlege of creative industries by this government .

8/21/2017 9:15 PM

22 Not only should it be made easier to strongly protect designs in this country, but the protection
should stretch as far and wide as possible, and more importantly be made simple enough to
enforce the protection. Without the ability to reliably enforce the protection copying will still happen
and will be of detriment to this countries creative industries and the valuable contribution they
make to the economy.

8/21/2017 8:24 PM

23 Design is fundamental to UK manufacturing success - help us protect our business. 8/21/2017 3:35 PM

24 If we lose registration rights with EUIPO, it is very important that we join an alternative protection
group straight away, such the Hague system

8/21/2017 2:39 PM

25 As a new design company, we do not have unlimited funds so are unable to protect our beautiful
designs with expensive legal contracts at this point. We rely on the current laws to protect us as
much as they can do. As a business we work hard, pay all our taxes etc and support the British
economy so surely we should get as much copy right protection as possible to keep us in
business?

8/21/2017 1:50 PM
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